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First published in 1980 and recently out of print, Liberty's Daughters is widely considered a
landmark book on the history of American women and on the Revolution itself.

'[An] excellent book…[Norton's] first concern… is to trace the decline of patriarchy; the growth of
free choice of a spouse; the rise of marital equality…the greater equality in educational
attainments; the more intense concern of parents for the proper education of children; the
greater permissiveness in child-rearing; and the increased cooperation between spouses in birth
control…[Her] fascinating documentation, drawn from a vast range of manuscript sources,
establishes the facts beyond any reasonable doubt…Norton suggests that the change resulted
from… two factors. The first was the practical experience of women during the long years of
revolutionary upheaval…The second…was the impact of egalitarian and republican ideology."
~Lawrence Stone, New York Times Book ReviewReview[An] excellent book.... [Norton's] first
concern... is to trace the decline of patriarchy; the growth of free choice of a spouse; the rise of
marital equality... the greater equality in educational attainments; the more intense concern of
parents for the proper education of children; the greater permissiveness in child-rearing; and the
increased cooperation between spouses in birth control.... [Her] fascinating
documentationdrawn from a vast range of manuscript sources, establishes the facts beyond any
reasonable doubt.... Norton suggests that the change resulted from... two factors. The first was
the practical experience of women during the long years of revolutionary upheaval.... The
second... was the impact of egalitarian and republican ideology.-- Lawrence Stone ― New York
Times Book ReviewFrom the Back CoverThis book represents social history on a grand scale,
imaginatively conceived and massively researched. Norton brilliantly portrays a dramatic
transformation of women's private lives in the wake of the Revolution.About the AuthorMary Beth
Norton is Mary Donlon Alger Professor of American History at Cornell University. She is the
author of In the Devil's Snare: The Salem Witchcraft Crisis of 1692 and the coeditor of 'To Toil
the Livelong Day': America's Women at Work, 1780–1980, also from Cornell.Read more
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Roberta, “Interesting book. Full of interesting facts that I did not know or even thought about. A
good read.”

C. Miller, “From the Edenton Tea Party to the benefits of an .... From the Edenton Tea Party to the
benefits of an academy education, this book portrays the transformation of women's lives during
the period known as the Revolution. Within these pages women's history is covered along with
personal experiences. Through the women's diaries and letters from the 1770's through the
1790's you hear the real voices of the women and their thoughts on politics, war, post war and
their education.”

KSMephisto, “I haven't read this yet, but I got it .... I haven't read this yet, but I got it as a gift for
my mother after reading another book by Norton "Devil's Snare." Norton is on track to be the
president of the American Historical Association in 2018, and her work is reflective of her
expertise”

Jenna, “Nice book. Got it for a paper and it came perfectly fine.”

Deb, “Great Info. This book gave me some great information on women during that time period.
I'm a member of DAR and I felt this book was well-written and researched.”

The book by Dominica Malcolm has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 34 people have provided feedback.
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